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Ȱ%ÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÏÆ 

historical inquiry. Historical inquiry requires locating and interpreting primary sources in the 

support of an argument. Locating and supporting these historical arguments and claims are 

the true essence and practice of the historical discipline. This lesson plan contains several 

examples of thousands of available primary documents on the subject of the WWII pacific 

theatre. These documents are the building blocks and evidence of history. The process of 

building a significant argument for the purpose of debate will be both demanding and 

rewarding. The following activities and procedures may challenge conventional classroom 

activities, but are essential for the full understanding of an event with the significance and 

ÃÏÎÔÒÏÖÅÒÓÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÏÍÉÃ ÂÏÍÂÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ *ÁÐÁÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÇÏÁÌ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÏ ÕÔÉÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ 

information and evidence they have found in the primary sources in a two-sided debate. 

Successful completion of this goal will require research skill, critical reading, organization, 

ÁÎÄ ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÏÎȠ ÔÈÅ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÔÏ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȢȱ



I. Introduction to Classroom Debate

II. Presentation of key terms / vocabulary

III. Locating and Primary Sources

IV. Primary Sources Interpretation Worksheets 

V. Class Debate



Á INTRODUCTION

For this lesson plan the teacher will separate the students off the class into two 

debate groups. One group will argue that the U.S. was justified in dropping the 

atomic bomb on Japan while the other will argue that the U.S. was unjust and 

wrong in deciding to use the atom bomb. These groups may be instructor or 

student selected, although student selected groups have the ability to form more 

passionate debate. Before the debate begins make sure the students have 

sufficient background information on the Pacific theatre of WWII as well as an 

overview of the atomic bombing itself. The instructor may utilize the official text 

to convey these basic facts or they may choose to lecture from their own notes 

on the subject. 



Question for Debate:

üDid the United States need to drop the 
atomic bomb on Japan in order to 
endWorld War II?



ÁGROUP RESEARCH 
In this step the teacher will give each group time to research and provide 

evidence for their claims. Time allotted to this research depends on individual 
classroom time restraints and limitations. However, the instructor should 
evaluate the general knowledge of the class before the debate by utilizing a 
short quiz covering the section devoted to Hiroshima and Nagasaki in the 
text. In order for the students to support their debate arguments they must 
investigate into the materials of history to develop and organize evidence. 
Primary documents that support both sides of the Hiroshima/Nagasaki 
bombing controversy are provided in this lesson plan and are readily 
accessible around the internet. These sources include declassified 
government documents, eyewitness accounts, and photographs. Group 
success with the academic research method will be apparent through the 
quality of their argument in the classroom debate.



ÁHiroshima:

(ÉÒÏÓÈÉÍÁ ÉÓ Á ÍÁÊÏÒ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ *ÁÐÁÎȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÉÓÌÁÎÄȟ (ÏÎÓÈÕȢ 

During World War II, the Second Army and Chugoku Regional Army were 

headquartered in Hiroshima. The city also had large depots of military supplies, 

and was a key center for shipping. On Monday, August 6, 1945, the nuclear 

weaponȰ,ÉÔÔÌÅ "ÏÙȱ ×ÁÓ ÄÒÏÐÐÅÄ ÏÎ (ÉÒÏÓÈÉÍÁ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ "-29 

bomber Enola Gay, directly killing an estimated 80,000 people. By the end of the 

year, injury and radiation brought total casualties to 90,000-140,000. 

Approximately 69% of the city's buildings were completely destroyed. Hiroshima 

is the first city ever to be subjected to nuclear war.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_weapon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_weapon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Boy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enola_Gay


ÁNagasaki:
On 9 August1945, Nagasaki was the target of the world's second atomic bomb 

attackat 11:02 a.m., when the north of the city was destroyed and an estimated 

40,000 people were killed. According to statistics given at the Nagasaki Peace 

Park, the dead totaled 73,884, the injured 74,909 and diseased several hundred 

thousand.

Á Ȱ,ÉÔÔÌÅ "ÏÙȱȡ
Atomic bomb dropped on the Japanese city of Hiroshima

Á Ȱ&ÁÔ -ÁÎȱȡ
Atomic bomb dropped on the Japanese city of Nagasaki
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/August_9
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1945
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atomic_bombings_of_Hiroshima_and_Nagasaki

